CHARLES   FROHMAN

Frohman was about to sail for Europe when Gillette
sent him the first act of this stirring military play,
Frohman read it at once, sent for the author and
said:

4 * This is great, Gillette.   Let me see the second act."

Gillette produced this act forthwith, and Frohman's
enthusiasm increased to such an extent that he post-
poned his sailing until he received the complete play,
Frohman's interest in "Secret Service" was heightened
by the fact that he had scored two tremendous triumphs
with military plays, "Held by the Enemy" and "Shen-
andoah." He felt that the talisman of the brass button
was still his, and he plunged heavily on " Secret Service,"

It was first put on in Philadelphia. Even at that time
there obtained the superstition widely felt in the theat-
rical business that what fails out of town must succeed
in New York. Frohman, who shared this superstition,
was really eager not to register successfully in the
Quaker capital.

But "Secret Service" smashed this superstition, be-
cause it scored heavily in Philadelphia and then had
an enormous run at the Garrick Theater in New York.
In "Secret Service" Maurice Barrymore had the lead-
ing part, and he played it with a distinction of bearing
and a dash of manner that were almost irresistible.

William Gillette always proved to be one of Charles
Prohman's mascots. Practically whatever he touched
turned to gold. He and Frohman had now become close
friends, and the actor-author frequently accompanied
the manager on his trips to London.

During their visit in 1899, "Shefrlock Holmes" had
become the literary rage. Everybody was talking about
the masterful detective of Baker Street,
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